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Connections Building homes, building community – HABITAT neighborhood

Walls are raised, trusses are up, 
windows are in.

The first two homes for two deserving 
Tuolumne County families are taking shape 
at Parrotts Ferry Village, the new 
neighborhood under construction by 
Habitat for Humanity of Tuolumne County. 
Thanks to the efforts of dozens of 
volunteers and scores of local businesses 
and supporters, the once-stalled 
development south of Columbia will 
become home to 34 local families. A total 
of 34 homes will be built in stages over the 
next five to six years. Construction on the 
first duplex is now in full swing 
and a second will start shortly.

“We’re there at the site every 
day, and it’s amazing,” said Mara 
Armstrong, one of the first two 
homeowners.  A widow with five 
children ages six to seventeen, 
she brings the whole family to 
work as many days as possible and 
they stop by the new home every 
day on their way home from 
school. 

“The kids are so excited to 
see how much is getting done. We 
walk around every day and say to 
each other ‘one day, we won’t have to 
leave. This will be our last stop of the day.’”

As owner-builders, the 
Armstrongs and every Habitat 
family must put in at least 500 
hours of labor on their homes, 
working side-by-side with a 
growing number of 
community volunteers. 

“It’s so inspiring to see the 
men and women who are 
volunteering so much time to 
helping my family have a 
decent home,” she said. 
“Their dedication is fantastic. 
There are no words.”

Momentum 
is building both 
in the 
construction process and for 
the development as a whole, 
said Executive Director 
Betsy Harden. “This project 
was a leap of faith at the 
beginning,” she said. “Now 
with the first homes actually 
going up, it’s the 
culmination of two years of 
hard work by so many – it’s 
remarkable.”

The project has earned 
growing support of dozens of volunteers 
and scores of donors, Harden said. 

PHOTOS:
Top & Center: Volunteer workers place 
siding and windows at Habitat homes.
Lower: Busy Saturday at the build site.

COVER PHOTO:
Workers prepare to roof the first homes 
at Habitat for Humanity’s Parrotts Ferry 
Village.

page 3page 2

Welcome from the SAF Board President

Staff
Ed Wyllie – 

Executive Director

Lin Freer – 
Program Manager

Cathi Nies – 
Administrative & Financial Manager

Giving Voice
November 2011

Sonora Area Foundation
P.O. Box 577
362 S. Stewart Street
Sonora, CA 95370
209-533-2596
edwyllie@sonora-area.org
www.sonora-area.org

Fundraising has picked 
up dramatically over the 
last several months, as 
the community can see 
homes taking shape. 
Along with many $5 
and $10 checks from 
neighbors and friends, 
Habitat recently 
received a $100,000 
sponsorship pledge from 
Blue Mountain 
Minerals, a $50,000 
grant for solar work 
from PG&E and a 
$150,000 grant from 
San Francisco’s S.H. 

Cowell Foundation.  
The Sonora Area Foundation, a long-

time supporter of Habitat, recently pledged 
$20,000 to be used for doors and windows 
on the first four homes. 

“We’re so pleased to have this major 
support from our local Foundation,” 
Harden said. “That gets the attention of 
other donors and adds to our credibility. 

“We’re in good financial shape for the 
first four homes,” Harden added, “but we 
have years to go on this project.

“Our most immediate challenge now is 
to coordinate the work of our volunteers,” 
she added. “We’re getting ready to put the 
roof on and close in the houses now, and 
could use more skilled builders to lead small 
teams.”

Interested volunteers – either 
individuals or groups – can sign up for work 
days on the Habitat chapter’s website at 
www.habitattuolumne.org. 

On behalf of the Sonora Area Foundation, I am very 
pleased to introduce you to “Giving Voice,” the Sonora 
Area Foundation’s annual report to the community. In 
this edition, we bring the residents of Tuolumne 
County an update on the Foundation’s activities, its 
financial status, and highlights from a few of the many 
projects of our community partners. 

It is a privilege and honor to volunteer for the 
Foundation, and to see first-hand the good work all of 
us accomplish together in Tuolumne County.

Our Board of Directors is very pleased to welcome Ed Wyllie as the new Executive 
Director. Ed, a Tuolumne County native who spent his career in community 
development with the City of Sonora, joined our staff just a few weeks ago and 
already is immersing himself in learning the ropes of the foundation world. Ed is a 
skilled administrator with deep roots and a stellar reputation in our community – 
just the type of leader we know will support, strengthen and further the 
Foundation in fulfilling its mission.

This fall the Foundation has continued its commitment to keeping abreast of the 
changes and challenges in the field – and to bring that knowledge back to 
Tuolumne County. We revived our tradition of hosting an educational seminar for 
financial professionals, with more than 40 local advisors attending our sessions by 
nationally known experts in financial markets and investing services. We also sent 
four Board Members to San Francisco for an enlightening national conference for 
Community Foundations. All of us were struck by how fortunate and unique we 
are in Tuolumne County – not many rural communities in the nation have such a 
thriving base for community giving. 

This has been another year of challenges for our local community, and the future 
is still uncertain as many struggle to navigate turbulent economic conditions. The 
Foundation has kept a special focus on helping meet basic needs in this climate 
and will continue that commitment in the coming year. We will however continue 
to respond to other local needs and opportunities. 

As you’ll see in the pages that follow, the Sonora Area Foundation and its partners 
are truly accomplishing our mission of strengthening our Community.

Jim Johnson
SAF Board President

The Sonora Area Foundation strengthens our community 
by assisting donors, making grants and providing leadership in a 

manner consistent with our values.

Mission
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A bright friendly center filled with preschoolers, infants, young 
parents and skilled teachers is now opened in East Sonora. It’s the 
ATCAA Family Center, the permanent new home for Tuolumne 
County family services offered by the Amador Tuolumne 
Community Action Agency (ATCAA) and its partners. 

The new center brings together four programs for young 
families: Early Head Start and Head Start, which offer quality 
child care, early childhood education and parent services; the    
ATCAA Family Learning Center which offers parenting classes 
and adult education; and Cal-SAFE – the Tuolumne County 
Schools classroom where pregnant and parenting teens can stay in 
school and have quality maternity and child care services.

Program Director Marcia Williams said bringing all these 
programs together under one roof is providing a great atmosphere 
for the families. Previously these programs had to move from site 
to site. Now they have a permanent home, can share resources, 
and give the families important services in a single location.
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Education Community Report Financial Information
2011 Competitive Grants
Mother Lode Fair $  34,216 Improvements to Livestock Area
ATCAA Food Bank $  50,000 Operational Support
Center for a Non Violent Comm. $  40,824 Suicide Prevention Task Force
Foothill Pregnancy Center $    5,000 Matching – “Supper 8" Dinners
Sonora Sunrise Rotary Foundation $  10,000 Community Park Project
Vietnam Veterans of America $    5,000 American Veterans Traveling Tribute
Central Sierra Arts Council $    1,000 Sonora Art Trails
Duende $    4,000 Plays to Tuolumne County Schools
Tuolumne Me-Wuk Tribal Council $    3,325 Native Plant Restoration Project
Woods Creek Little League $    9,000 Repair Dugouts
County of Tuolumne $    9,878 Shelving for de Ferrari Archives
Central Sierra Arts Council $    4,000 Jo Mora Exhibit
Smilekeepers Program $  25,000 Matching – program support
Mind Matters $    8,000 Operational Support - Tuolumne County
Central Sierra Arts Council $    1,500 Veterans History Project
Sierra Repertory Theatre $  15,000 Community Connections
Fire Safe Council Hwy 108 $  10,000 Winter Storm Damage Clean-Up
ATCAA $  10,000 Friday Night Live
We Care Sober Living Recovery $  20,000 2nd Home
Sonora High School $    5,866 Sober Grad
Summerville High School $    2,146 Sober Grad
City of Sonora $    3,248 Ice Machine – Fire Dept. Volunteers
Visiting Hospitalized Veterans $    1,500 Gifts for Hospitalized Veterans
ATCAA – Head Start $  37,137 Equity match for building
T.H. Community Services District $    3,000 Twain Harte Community Garden

rdT.C. Behavioral Health $  27,000 Senior Peer Counseling – 3  year
Habitat for Humanity $  20,000 Parrotts Ferry Village Project
TuCare $    2,000 Annual Summit
Christian Heights Church $  20,000 Community Meals
Foothill Pregnancy Center $    6,000 Matching - “Supper 8” Dinners
Little Women's Club $    7,000 2nd year and new site
Economic Prosperity Council $    6,000 Business Education Tools
Kiwanis Childspree $    1,000 Childspree Back to School
Comfort Project $    1,000 Retiring Director's Award
Golden Sierra Rose Society $    1,000 In memory of William J. Applegate
Columbia College Foundation Osher $    1,000 In memory of Elgen & Elizabeth Johnson
TOTAL             $410,640
Grants from Restricted Funds           $555,855
TOTAL GRANTS             $966,495

Arts Council celebrates a resurgence

Update
Profile

Sonora company nurtures the next generation

WATCH settles into new Sonora home
ATCAA Family Center opens in Sonora

Local teachers and students have been the focus of 
philanthropy for a Sonora high-tech company, Front Porch, for 
several years. Working with the Sonora Area Foundation, the 
company offers quick on-line teacher mini-grants. Any 
Tuolumne County teacher can apply for these awards in a flash.

They have funded dozens of projects such as field trips, 
science equipment at Mother Lode Christian School, a 
classroom garden at Sonora Elementary and more.

“We call the program ‘Make It Happen,’ ” said Front Porch 
co-owner Holly Britton, who manages the teacher mini-grants 
program with a company committee. “We want teachers to 
come up with an idea for a lesson or activity, and make it as 
easy as possible for them to make it happen.”

The application on the Front Porch web site is short and 
simple, the company review is quick and the Foundation issues 
a check with no delays. 

Teacher mini-grants, Britton said, fit into the Front Porch 
philosophy that education is the most important investment for 
the future of our community and our world.

“As a company, we’re always thinking about the bigger 
picture and long-term effects,” she said. “If we want leaders for 

Participants, staff and families of the WATCH program are 
happily settling into their new home in Sonora.

Their new building off Cabezut Road has spacious, single-
story classrooms and workrooms, safe and easy parking, fun, 
bright colored walls and carpets, well equipped recreation areas, 
computer rooms and kitchens, offices for staff, areas for quiet 
time and an outdoor yard and patio area under construction. 

It’s quite a change from the crowded, multi-level offices and 
workshops WATCH had in East Sonora.

“It’s just wonderful – we all love it,” said Executive Director 
Chris Daly.  “We had been wanting to find a better location for 
many years. The fact that we’re all on one level is really 
wonderful. The hallways are wide – no stairs or ramps. We’ve 
got eight people in wheelchairs and another half dozen who use 
walkers, so it’s a lot easier and safer for them to get around.”

WATCH serves developmentally disabled adults in 
Tuolumne and Calaveras counties and works to integrate them 

Sonora Area Foundation
Consolidated Statement of Financial Condition

including Supporting Organizations and Component Funds
December 31, 2010

ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents $2,639,221
Contributions receivable 38,000 
Investment income receivable 21,775 
Rents receivable 33,612 
Other receivable 211,316 
Marketable securities 6,724,318 
Deferred property taxes 8,710
Prepaid expenses 32,211 
Note receivable 873,088
Planned gift receivable 356,390 
Investments at fair market value 6,262,696
Other assets 7,101
Real property net of depreciation 9,487,081

Total Assets $26,695,519

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 99,327
Grants and scholarships payable 386,577
Advance rent and security deposits held 20,640

Total Current Liabilities $506,544

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted $20,462,111
Temporarily Unrestricted 3,425,677
Permanently Restricted 2,301,187
Total Net Assets $24,964,141

Total Net Assets $26,188,975

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $26,695,519

Audited financial statements of the Foundation and its Supporting Organizations are 
available at the Foundation office, 362 S Stewart St, Sonora, CA.

tomorrow, how do you feed those roots? Education. And to 
help education, you want to reach teachers. We want to 
give them what they need to do their job well. 

“We’re just a part of the puzzle, but it’s something we 
can do. Giving money would do 
nothing if we didn’t have 
teachers to use it well, and they 
need volunteers and community 
partners to do their work.”

Britton said she’s impressed 
with teachers’ creative ideas and 
commitment.

“I don’t know any other 
profession that knows so well 
how to stretch a dollar!” she 
added. 

The Foundation, Britton 
said, is an important part of the 
puzzle as well.

“They handle all of the 

logistics of the grants and really bend over 
backwards to make supporting the 
community easy.”

into all aspects of community life and have them live as 
independently as possible. 

The new building helps, Daly said. “People get to be 
more independent in the tiniest ways – being able to wash 
up on your own after craft classes or getting yourself 
situated in the computer lab at a touch screen you can 
operate without help. It’s not so much about the big things 
as the little ones that make you more comfortable and 
happy every day.”

WATCH acquired its new building early this year, after 
raising more than $110,000 for the project. The Sonora 
Area Foundation and its supporting organization, the Irving 
J. Symons Foundation, were major contributors, providing a 
total of $65,000 for acquisition, remodeling and moving. 

“The Foundation helped make this possible,” Daly said. 
“We’re happy. We’re here for a long time.”

“You can really see young families blossom here.  Parents can 
focus on work or school and know their children are getting 
quality care and the best learning environment,” she said.

Earlier this year, ATCAA acquired the vacant building, 
which is located on a convenient, level site in East Sonora. 
Together with the Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools 
and the First Five Commission, ATCAA secured enough grants, 
loans, and community donations to have the center ready for the 
first day of school.

ATCAA is now in the process of raising the final $74,000 it 
needs to complete the remaining remodeling and moving 
expenses. To help, the Sonora Area Foundation awarded 
ATCAA a $37,000 matching grant. Project partners are now 
seeking contributions to match that much from the community.  

“The Sonora Area Foundation challenge grant is helping us 
reach our goal,” Williams said. “This is an important one-time 
investment that will help young families for years to come.” 

Thousands of local residents and visitors alike enjoyed the 
recent celebration of prolific and multi-talented artist Jo Mora, 
a special project of the Central Sierra Arts Council (CSAC). 
And arts council leaders are calling the one-month exhibit – 
“Yosemite & California Trails of Jo Mora” – a phenomenal 
success that has re-energized and refocused the organization. 

The exhibit included hundreds of Mora’s distinctive 
sketches, paintings, maps, writings, prints and more, most 
related to his visits to Yosemite in the early 1900s. The Council 
also hosted two special receptions for the event with speakers 
and related information, and also assisted in producing a 
commemorative collection of Mora’s distinctive artwork and 
writings. 

The Sonora Area Foundation supported the special 
project and related activities with $4,000 in seed funding.

Interim CSAC Director Constance O’Connor-Gahagan  
said the exhibit signals a “reawakening of the (council’s) 
mission” as a public arts agency, and thanked the 
Foundation for providing “support and encouragement” at a 
key turning point. 

“We’re grateful for this opportunity in helping us realize 
our forward motion,” she said. “The Jo Mora Exhibition was 
a far-reaching, diverse, cultural experience for local 
residents and visitors from throughout the state that came 
to see and enjoy Mora in Sonora!” 

Success

Science students at Mother Lode Christian SchoolScience students at Mother Lode Christian School

Head Start at the Family CenterHead Start at the Family Center Computer lab at WATCHComputer lab at WATCH

Jo Mora illustrationJo Mora illustration
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Other receivable 211,316 
Marketable securities 6,724,318 
Deferred property taxes 8,710
Prepaid expenses 32,211 
Note receivable 873,088
Planned gift receivable 356,390 
Investments at fair market value 6,262,696
Other assets 7,101
Real property net of depreciation 9,487,081

Total Assets $26,695,519

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 99,327
Grants and scholarships payable 386,577
Advance rent and security deposits held 20,640

Total Current Liabilities $506,544

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted $20,462,111
Temporarily Unrestricted 3,425,677
Permanently Restricted 2,301,187
Total Net Assets $24,964,141

Total Net Assets $26,188,975

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $26,695,519

Audited financial statements of the Foundation and its Supporting Organizations are 
available at the Foundation office, 362 S Stewart St, Sonora, CA.

tomorrow, how do you feed those roots? Education. And to 
help education, you want to reach teachers. We want to 
give them what they need to do their job well. 

“We’re just a part of the puzzle, but it’s something we 
can do. Giving money would do 
nothing if we didn’t have 
teachers to use it well, and they 
need volunteers and community 
partners to do their work.”

Britton said she’s impressed 
with teachers’ creative ideas and 
commitment.

“I don’t know any other 
profession that knows so well 
how to stretch a dollar!” she 
added. 

The Foundation, Britton 
said, is an important part of the 
puzzle as well.

“They handle all of the 

logistics of the grants and really bend over 
backwards to make supporting the 
community easy.”

into all aspects of community life and have them live as 
independently as possible. 

The new building helps, Daly said. “People get to be 
more independent in the tiniest ways – being able to wash 
up on your own after craft classes or getting yourself 
situated in the computer lab at a touch screen you can 
operate without help. It’s not so much about the big things 
as the little ones that make you more comfortable and 
happy every day.”

WATCH acquired its new building early this year, after 
raising more than $110,000 for the project. The Sonora 
Area Foundation and its supporting organization, the Irving 
J. Symons Foundation, were major contributors, providing a 
total of $65,000 for acquisition, remodeling and moving. 

“The Foundation helped make this possible,” Daly said. 
“We’re happy. We’re here for a long time.”

“You can really see young families blossom here.  Parents can 
focus on work or school and know their children are getting 
quality care and the best learning environment,” she said.

Earlier this year, ATCAA acquired the vacant building, 
which is located on a convenient, level site in East Sonora. 
Together with the Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools 
and the First Five Commission, ATCAA secured enough grants, 
loans, and community donations to have the center ready for the 
first day of school.

ATCAA is now in the process of raising the final $74,000 it 
needs to complete the remaining remodeling and moving 
expenses. To help, the Sonora Area Foundation awarded 
ATCAA a $37,000 matching grant. Project partners are now 
seeking contributions to match that much from the community.  

“The Sonora Area Foundation challenge grant is helping us 
reach our goal,” Williams said. “This is an important one-time 
investment that will help young families for years to come.” 

Thousands of local residents and visitors alike enjoyed the 
recent celebration of prolific and multi-talented artist Jo Mora, 
a special project of the Central Sierra Arts Council (CSAC). 
And arts council leaders are calling the one-month exhibit – 
“Yosemite & California Trails of Jo Mora” – a phenomenal 
success that has re-energized and refocused the organization. 

The exhibit included hundreds of Mora’s distinctive 
sketches, paintings, maps, writings, prints and more, most 
related to his visits to Yosemite in the early 1900s. The Council 
also hosted two special receptions for the event with speakers 
and related information, and also assisted in producing a 
commemorative collection of Mora’s distinctive artwork and 
writings. 

The Sonora Area Foundation supported the special 
project and related activities with $4,000 in seed funding.

Interim CSAC Director Constance O’Connor-Gahagan  
said the exhibit signals a “reawakening of the (council’s) 
mission” as a public arts agency, and thanked the 
Foundation for providing “support and encouragement” at a 
key turning point. 

“We’re grateful for this opportunity in helping us realize 
our forward motion,” she said. “The Jo Mora Exhibition was 
a far-reaching, diverse, cultural experience for local 
residents and visitors from throughout the state that came 
to see and enjoy Mora in Sonora!” 

Success

Science students at Mother Lode Christian SchoolScience students at Mother Lode Christian School

Head Start at the Family CenterHead Start at the Family Center Computer lab at WATCHComputer lab at WATCH

Jo Mora illustrationJo Mora illustration
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ADVISED FUNDS
 – Charitable purposes in Tuolumne County (unless 
otherwise noted)
Acorns to Oaks Fund 
Bergsund Family Fund 
Boyd Family Fund 
CB Celebration Fund 
Comazzi Family Fund 
Donald A. and Elisabeth Weber Fund 
Farrell Family Fund 
Foothill Ministry Fund – Anonymous
Front Porch Charitable Fund 
Geer Family Fund
Gianelli Family Fund 
Grimes Family Fund 
Hohne Family Fund 
Irving J. Symons Trustees Fund
Kevin Bates Fund
Joe Martin Family Fund
Julie Hulet Memorial Fund
Kiwanis Club of Sonora Fund 
Marjorie L. Coffill Charitable Fund
Norbert & Elaine Wilson Endowment Fund
Ozbirn Family Fund
Phil and Barbara Harvey Charitable Fund
Priest Family Fund 
Robert and Kathy Boyer Fund 
Sierra Nevada Service Fund – Anonymous 
Todd and Cyndi Simonson Fund
Tuolumne Angel Fund – Anonymous 
Tuolumne Sunrise Fund

DESIGNATED FUNDS
Barbara McClymont Fund – Student needs at Sonora 
School
Betty Regelin Fund – Support A-TCAA Family Homeless 
Shelter
Bill of Rights Fund – Bill of Rights education at Sonora 
Elementary School
BOB Health Van – Support of BOB the Health Van
Brizard Fund for South Side Seniors Inc. – Support 
programs and needs of the Gathering Place
Calaveras Tennis Fund - Support Tennis in Calaveras 

County
2011 Capitol Christmas Tree Fund – Support Capitol 
Christmas Tree Project
Children's Holiday Party Fund – Programs for children 
in need in Tuolumne County
Christmas Partners Fund – Support Christmas 
programs
Comfort Project Fund – Quilts for children and elders in 
need 
Comfort Project Endowment Fund – A growing 
endowment for the Comfort Project
Community Indicators Project Fund – Measurement 
and assessment of Tuolumne County
Donald and Renee Paulsen Fund – Charitable purposes 
in City of Sonora
Dorothy Daniels Memorial Fund – Endowment for 
Sonora United Methodist Church
Duende Drama & Literature Fund – Support programs 
and projects of Duende
Dyllon Bonella Memorial Fund – Diminishment of 
cancer related suffering 
Elks Event Fund – Support qualified nonprofits' use of 
Sonora Elks Lodge
Ernest Olivieri Fund: Elks Lodge 1587 – Support Elks 
Lodge Scholarship program
Friends of the Children's Park Fund – Park maintenance 
and youth recreation
George James Memorial Education Fund – TuCARE 
fund for teacher education in natural resources
Grace, Bob & Ellena Cutler Fund - Support spay and 
neutering programs for controlling pet populations
Graser-Knudson Memorial Fund – Endowment for 
Twain Harte recreational purposes
Hope of the Nations Fund - Educational supplies for 
Tanzanian children
Kiwanis Childspree – Back-to-school shopping spree 
fund for children in need
Leadership Tuolumne County Fund – Support the 
Leadership Tuolumne County program
Lucille Arnold Fund – Provide success for youth at risk
Marjorie L. Coffill Local History Fund – Tuolumne 
County Library materials on Mother Lode history
Mary Jo Brereton Fund – Program support for Omega 
Nu
Miller Endowed Fund: Elks Lodge 1587 – Support Elks 

Lodge Scholarship program
Minnie Wind Wolfinbarger Fund – Support special 
education and ROP Nursing at Sonora High School
Mrs. Pringle Music Fund – Classical music 
appreciation for any K-8 school in Tuolumne County
Smile Keepers Fund – Support dental needs of the 
underserved in Tuolumne County
South Tuolumne County Museum Library Fund – 
Maintenance of the Groveland museum-library
Stage 3 Theatre Company Fund – Support programs 
and projects of Stage 3
SOS/Safety Net Fund for Tuolumne County - Support 
Safety Net programs in Tuolumne County
Tuolumne County Juvenile Judges Fund – Needs of 
Tuolumne County youth referred by justices
Twain Harte Skate Park Fund – Skate park 
maintenance 
Vial for Life Fund – Support Vial for Life project
William and Mary Crook Fund – Support of the Alano 
Club
YES Partnership Fund – Support of the YES 
Partnership coalition
 
FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS
Elinor F. Brown Endowment Fund – Endowed fund for 
Tuolumne County educational purposes
J.R. Christensen Family Fund – Nursing and health 
education in Tuolumne County
Jim and Louise Angelo Family Fund – Endowment for 
Tuolumne County schools
Local Emergency Services Support Fund – Disaster 
prevention and recovery
Robert C. Jones Fund – Advocacy for those who 
experience discrimination
Tuolumne County Eye Care Fund – Eye care needs in 
Tuolumne County
Wings Fund – Expenses for the non-medical care of ill 
children

AGENCY DESIGNATED FUNDS 
ATCAA Family Literacy Fund 
Calaveras Heritage Council Fund 
Central Sierra Arts Council Fund 
Economic Development Co. of Tuolumne County Fund 
Friends of Tuolumne County Library Fund
Hospice of the Sierras Fund 
Humane Society of Tuolumne County Fund 
Infant-Child Enrichment Services Fund
Meals on Wheels Fund
Northern Mariposa County History Center Fund
Rose Wolf Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Fund 
Salvation Army of Tuolumne County Fund
Sierra Foothills Residential Care Fund
Senior Resource Services Fund
Sierra NonProfit Support Center Fund
Sierra Repertory Theatre Fund 
Southside Senior Services Fund 
Summerville High Foundation Endowment Fund
Support Sonora School Endowment Fund 
Support Sonora School Fund

WATCH Endowment Fund 

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS
Cunningham Family Fund 
Geiger Fund
Homer Latimer Fund
Martha Barnes Tuolumne County Betterment Fund
Nikki & John Karpinski Fund
Sonora Area Foundation Futures Fund
Toni Gibson Fund

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS
Irving J. Symons Foundation for Tuolumne County 
Symons Family Fund

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
Aaron Baker Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
athletics
Andy Fredericks Memorial Scholarship – Fire fighting 
programs and scholarships
Aronos William Morris Scholarship – Tuolumne County 
high schools
Aronos Women’s Research Club Scholarship – 
Columbia College attendee
Barbara Sardella Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
Sonora Elementary graduates
Bill Gerber Memorial Scholarship – Summerville High: 
athletics
Bret Laws Memorial Scholarship – Columbia College: 
fire science
Brockman Family Scholarship – Sonora High: education
Bruce Paxton Memorial Scholarship –Tuolumne County 
high schools: music
Class of 1946 Scholarship – Sonora High: academics
David Paul Grant Memorial Scholarship – Tuolumne 
County high schools: law enforcement – EMT-fire science
Doc Curtice Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics
Earl and Mary Purdy Memorial Scholarship – Sonora 
High: music or physical education
Elaine Symons Baker Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics
Eva Schicke Memorial Scholarship – Nursing or fire 
science
Firefighter Michael Chad Harris Scholarship – Columbia 
College & Napa College: fire technology
Frank Salel Youth Fund – Benefit Tuolumne County youth 
Front Porch Scholarship – Tuolumne County High 
Schools: math, engineering, computer science
Futures Forward Scholarship – Foster Care students
Gardella College Fund – Sonora High: interest in local 
government or politics
Harry A. Riedinger Memorial Scholarship – Sonora 
High: academics
Harvey H. Uhl Scholarship – Sonora High: Trade schools 
or higher education
Highland Oaks Agricultural Scholarship – Summerville 
High: agriculture and natural resources
Homer Latimer Scholarship – Sonora High and 
Summerville High: academics

Jeff Sanders Memorial Scholarship – Bret Harte 
High: academics
Jeff Vassallo Memorial Scholarship – Summerville 
High: Friday Night Live 
Jennie Evans Memorial Scholarship – Tuolumne 
County high schools: business 
Jerry Ryder Scholarship – Tuolumne County high 
schools: Korean War Veterans’ relatives
Jessica Elizabeth Jager Memorial Scholarship – 
Sonora High: academics
Joe Martin Family Scholarship – Sonora High: natural 
resources
John E. Kelley Memorial Scholarship – Mother Lode 
Round-Up Queen
Kathleen Calestini Memorial Scholarship – Tuolumne 
County high schools: Sonora Elementary graduate
Kristi Francis Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics
Larry and Virginia Reed Twain Harte Rotary 
Scholarship – Summerville High: vocational
Lil Dawson, Winifred Black, Big Oak Rebekah Lodge 
# 259 Scholarship – Tuolumne County high schools: 
academics
Lyle R. Scott Scholarship – Vocations/trades 
education
Lynn Gates Nursing Scholarship – Columbia College: 
nursing
Martha Barnes Scholarship – Summerville High: 
females, non-traditional fields
Martin and Bethel Liljedahl Scholarship – Sonora 
High: agriculture
M.L. Interagency Training Officers Scholarship/Bass 
Family Fire Fighters’ Memorial Scholarship – 
Tuolumne and Calaveras high schools: public safety
Mother Lode Stanford Club Scholarship – Tuolumne 
County high schools: Stanford University attendee
Mt. Springs Women’s Golf Scholarship – 
Scholarships for women in golf
Myers Family Fund – Tioga High: vocational education
Pearl Segerstrom Memorial Scholarship – Sonora 
High: academics
Pecchinino/Sylva Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics
Perricone-Hobbin-Hodge Scholarship – Tuolumne 
County high schools: University of California

Ralph and Dotte Francis Memorial Scholarship – 
Sonora High: athletics
Rockwood Scholarship – Sonora High: art
Ross Jones Memorial Scholarship – Tuolumne County 
high schools: fire sciences or law enforcement
Sgt. Bobby Rapp Ski Scholarship – Official Ski Race 
Team
Shaws Flat Scholarship – Sonora High: academics and 
vocational
Sierra Music Scholarship – Tuolumne County student: 
classical music lessons
Sierra Quilt Guild Scholarship – Tuolumne County high 
schools: academics
Sonora Lions Varvandakis Scholarship – Sonora High 
male: academics
Stephen H. Manson Scholarship – Sonora High: art 
and nursing
Teresa Mary Thors Scholarship – Secondary education 
for disabled students
Terry Campbell Loshalegro Award – Summerville High: 
academics
Tuolumne County Community Tennis Scholarship – 
High school students involved in tennis or the arts
Tuolumne County Farm Bureau Scholarship – 
Tuolumne County high schools: agriculture industry
Tuolumne County Sheriff's Posse Scholarship – 
Tuolumne County students: agriculture or related field
Tuolumne County Women's Network Scholarship – 
Women's education
Tuolumne Sunrise Scholarship – Summerville High: 
academics
Twain Harte Chamber of Commerce Scholarship – 
Summerville High or Mother Lode Christian
Vicki White PEO Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High 
Alternative Ed.: vocational/trade, college or university 
education
Wally Berry Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics
Wes and Ruth Wyllie Memorial Art Scholarship – 
Summerville or Sonora High: art
Wilma Lindberg Memorial Scholarship – Summerville 
or Sonora High: elementary teaching

Funds

Community Grant Senior meals program earns a boost
A growing number of homebound seniors count on Tuolumne 

County’s Meals on Wheels program, part of Tuolumne County Senior 
Services. This month the hardworking team received a big boost for their 
efforts – a $20,000 grant as a recipient of the Irving J. Symons Award 
from the Irving J. Symons Foundation, a Supporting Organization of the 
Sonora Area Foundation.

“We were just struggling with how we would make it through the 
fiscal year – this will really help!” said a surprised Executive Director 
Mike Ruggles. The program prepares and delivers daily meals to more 
than 220 elderly residents 52 weeks a year.

Community Impact Award   Pregnancy center wins community award
Staff and volunteers at the Foothill Pregnancy Center offer support, services and health education to dozens of 

young women, young parents and their families each week. Their efforts earned them a $10,000 award this fall, as 
winners of the Elaine Symons Baker Community Impact Award from 
the Sonora Area Foundation. Foundation Directors also presented the 
Sonora non-profit organization with a $6,000 challenge grant, which 
the group will match through a series of dinners at supporters’ homes.

“We love what we do,” said Executive Director Nicki Reeves. 
“We empower women with education and knowledge so they can 
make informed decisions for life and support them with counselors 
that they can get to know and trust. We help provide them with 
items such as car seats, layettes and cribs.”Meals for seniorsMeals for seniors Pregnancy center teamPregnancy center team
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ADVISED FUNDS
 – Charitable purposes in Tuolumne County (unless 
otherwise noted)
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Shelter
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BOB Health Van – Support of BOB the Health Van
Brizard Fund for South Side Seniors Inc. – Support 
programs and needs of the Gathering Place
Calaveras Tennis Fund - Support Tennis in Calaveras 

County
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Lodge Scholarship program
Minnie Wind Wolfinbarger Fund – Support special 
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Stage 3 Theatre Company Fund – Support programs 
and projects of Stage 3
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winners of the Elaine Symons Baker Community Impact Award from 
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Create Your Legacy

Choose a giving option 
right for you. 
Call today for your 
free copy of our
Giving Guide. 533-2596

Donor Advised Funds. You can have ongoing involvement in the use of your gift. You work 
with our professional program staff identifying ways to use dollars from the Donor Advised 
Fund you establish to address the issues and needs you care about most.

Unrestricted Funds. Your gift can address ever-changing community needs - including 
future needs that often cannot be anticipated at the time your gift is made. We evaluate all 
aspects of community well-being - arts and culture, economic development, education, 
environment, and health and human services.

Field of Interest Funds. You can target your gift to address needs in an important area of 
community life: Arts, Aging, Conservation, At-risk youth, Environment. 

Scholarships. You can invest your gift in our community’s future and show students you 
care, all with the guidance and personal services of the Foundation.

Designated Funds. You can direct your gift to a specific nonprofit organization or purpose. 
Help provide ongoing funding for a senior center, museum or virtually any nonprofit 
charitable organization.

Sonora Area Foundation • P.O. Box 577, Sonora, CA 95370 • www.sonora-area.org

One
We are a local organization with deep 
roots in the community.

Two
Our professional program staff has broad 
expertise regarding community issues 
and needs.

Three
We provide highly personalized service 
tailored to each individual’s charitable and 
financial interests.

Four
Our funds help people invest in the 
causes they care about most.

Five
We accept a wide variety of assets, and 
can facilitate even the most complex 
forms of giving.

Six 
We partner with professional advisors to 
create highly effective approaches to 
charitable giving.

Seven
We offer maximum tax advantage for 
most gifts under federal law.

Eight
We multiply the impact of gift dollars by 
pooling them with other gifts and grants.

Nine
We build endowment funds that benefit 
the community forever and help create 
personal legacies.

Ten
We are a community leader, 
convening agencies and 
coordinating resources 
to create positive 
change.

TEN REASONS PEOPLE 
CHOOSE TO GIVE THROUGH 
THE SONORA AREA FOUNDATION:

We’d be honored to assist you 
in creating your personal 
or family legacy.


